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Technical Bulletin - Corbeled Masonry

Most model building codes allow masonry veneer to be corbeled (projected out beyond the face of the
wall).

These code provisions can be used to achieve planned architectural effects or to solve unanticipated
construction problems such as foundation misalignment on a residential project. Generally, corbeled
masonry is allowed if the total horizontal projection does not exceed one half of the wall thickness or
each unit is not projected more than one half the unit height or one third the unit thickness. You should

consult with your local code official and code reference for the specific requirements on your project.
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The information contained herein is believed to be reliable, but no representations, guarantees or warranties of any kind are made as to its accuracy, suitability for particular applications or the results
to be obtained. Because of the variations in methods, conditions and equipment used in various forms of masonry installing, cleaning, and / or repairing, no warranties or guarantees are made as to
the suitability of the products for the applications disclosed. GENERAL SHALE BRICK, INC. shall not be liable for and the customer assumes all risk and liability for any use or handling of any material
beyond GENERAL SHALE BRICK, INC. direct control. The SELLER MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY
AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Please consult a building professional before installing, cleaning or repairing any masonry product.

General Shale Brick, Inc. / 3015 Bristol Highway, Johnson City, Tennessee 37602 / 800.414.4661 © 2014 General Shale Brick Inc., All rights reserved. All marks are the property of General Shale Brick,
inc. ® www.generalshale.com

www.GeneralShale.com For more information and expert advice, call General Shale at 1.800.414.4661
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Code References

TMS 402 2016
5.5 Corbels
Max Projection of Total Corbel % x Wall Thickness
Max Projection of a Single Unit % x Unit Height
Max Projection of a Single Unit % x Unit Thickness
IBC 2018
2104.1 Masonry Construction (Defers to TMS 602)
Corbeling specifications not given in text

2113.5 Corbeling (Masonry Chimneys)
Minimum wall thickness for corbel = 12 inches

Max Projection of Total Corbel % x Wall Thickness Max
Projection of a Single Unit % x Unit Height Max Projection of
a Single Unit % x Unit Thickness

IRC 2018
R606.5 Corbeled Masonry

Max Projection of Total Corbel %2 x Wall Thickness Max
Projection of a Single Unit % x Unit Height Max Projection of
a Single Unit % x Unit Thickness

R606.6 Support Conditions

Total horizontal corbel for veneer <2”

Max Projection of a Single Unit % x Unit Height Max
Projection of a Single Unit % x Unit Thickness
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